IMPACT: International Journal of Research in C ]
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) T g — £
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 2321-8878 H ﬂ f"i \,.) &1 f: L
Vol. 7, Issue 6, Jun 2019, 103-108 4 ~r—

© Impact Journals 4

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) INENGLI  SH LANGUAGE
TEACHING (ELT)

Abhishek David John', Arthi M? & Agatha Hepsi E*
12pssistant Professor, Department of English, VallizanEngineering College, Kattankulathur, Tamil Nathdia
*Research Scholar, Department of English, Enginee@inllege, Guindy, Anna University, Tamil Nadu,ind

Received:22 May 2019 Accepted: 28 May 2019 Published: 18 Jun 2019

ABSTRACT

Technological progression and modernization areuogog rampantly worldwide which has indeed made li
easy for human beings. Digitalization and compuggion are the repercussions of globalization whias brought
access to every nook and corner of the society. tAddy’s classrooms stand testimony to this fabe @omination of
Information and telecommunication which exists @vesal other fields has slowly but steadily intrddéne field of
education also. This paper analyzes the variousstobInformation Communication Technologies (I@jich find their

usage in English language teaching (ELT), its int@oce and implications.

KEYWORDS: Technology, Computerization Classrooms, InfornmaticCommunication Technology (ICT),
English Language Teaching (ELT)

INTRODUCTION

The field of information technology (IT) has devedml enormously and its advancements have expanded
exponentially in the past few decades. IT revolvesnly around telecommunication of information @talin numerical,
pictorial or textual format. This has also led te temergence of a new field called information andhmunication
technology (ICT). ICT uses processed informaticat i designed to meet human needs. It is alsdlgreaing used in
education as a step to ensure a better understpofiotoncepts and introduction of an array of atigis during class hours
to make the session interesting and entertaini@@. ih education involves the processing and presient of the study
matter in a manner that supports better learningedresents latest multimedia tools, including pater software, CD-
ROMs, the internet, mobile phone, television, fim well as internet-based Project work, e-mail,t,chbbgs, wikis,

podcasts etc. (Hismanoglu, 2011).

One of the major areas that go hand in glove witlarnd ICT is English communication and these adeamnts
have definitely left no stone unturned. This carobserved through the inclusion of ICT in Englishtnguage Teaching
(ELT). According to a study conducted by Ahmad (20ihtegrating media technology in ELT classroorakph greatly in
acquiring and improving four language skills namadtening, speaking, reading and writing. ICT bame to be regarded
as an increasingly important part of English Larggudeaching and seems that it will become a nopaai of ELT
practice in the coming years (Dudeney& Hockly, 200ihus modern methods of ELT have replaced thevexmtional
methods of teaching English such as the chalk aatdb Introduction of multimedia into teaching hasolutionized

learning by providing a new platform for the leaséo exchange their views, thoughts and ideas with global
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community.

Tools of ICT in ELT

Some of the Important ICT Tools and Applications usd in the Field of English Language Teaching are th
Following:-

Computers

These miracle machines have gained the status o$t‘important’ tool of information and communicatio
technology and are also regarded as the backbomaaérn human life. Aimost all modern communicatiequirements
cannot be met without the use of computers. Itquar$ a variety of functions such as collecting,amiging, analyzing,
preparing and interpretation of data for commumicatit is helpful in enhancing one’s English laage speaking and

listening skills.
Audio CDs and CD ROM

These tools of ICT are widely being used for lisdgncomprehensions and pronunciation enhancementisgs.
They contain several multimedia files such as aaaid video files that provide a certain degreentdractivity with the
learner. They are also very good at providing tragjrin grammar. Test materials are also incorpdréitesome versions
which help the learner to undergo a self-assessamhianalysis of his/her abilities. However it &t mery effective for

improving one’s speaking skills as very few ‘lis@md repeat’ versions are available in the maday.
DVD

Audiovisual content in the Digital Versatile Dido\(D) format is largely replacing the video cassettéich are
now outdated and rarely used. A DVD is similar twia disc and differs only in its flexibility. Whal using a DVD, the
learner is provided with the freedom of choosingriran array of options and extra featured suchatshing a film or
documentary with or without subtitles, quality dfetsoundtrack and the quality of the visual conwmrth as High
Definition (HD) etc. Therefore, it provides greafexibility and adaptability to the learner. Ancedause of its easy

availability and access in present times, this tddCTs gaining popularity among English teacteard learners.
Internet

The most important facets of telecommunicationhies tnternet. All modern age communication takesela
through the internet through different mediums. Triternet has the world appear small, thanks teptsed, convenience
and economic nature. Apart from communication,dtege numerous facilities available for communaatin the internet
which also helps to enhance one’s knowledge of iElmglThe introduction of learners and teachers mrltVWide Web
has exposed them to a whole new learning commanitiyhas acted as a platform for learning new antptex concepts
(Lankshearet al, 2000). It has also exposed them to global stafsd Some of the other features of the interretlze

following:-
Social Media

Social media is a beneficial platform for commuitiing, sharing thoughts, ideas etc. it has introduceto newer
and less traversed fields such as blogging andorhilgging. Blogs are made on it. Students canthdohselves to the

English language learning groups or subscribe taTvbe channels associated with English teachingtalel advantage
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of the information shared. Social networking sltks, Facebook and Twitter are very helpful in emtiag language skills.

Online Study Materials

Online materials and services are available irfdhm of e-tutoring, e-learning, e-journals, e-mdgas, e-books,
e-library, online training, virtual classes etc: foe benefit of the learners. One of the majosoea for these forums to be
a hit among the present generation is that ités fof time constraints. Learners can access thw#erds in their own

flexible timings and gain from it.
Online Courses

Several online courses covering a wide spectrusubfects are available on the internet. Enrollimgmselves in
these courses enables students to and get edacatdchined from the comfort of their own placee™ourse contents are
available online in the form of videos which thareer can download and have a look whenever hefirgihéime at their
own convenience. The enrolled candidate is expdotegipear for a final exam along with submissibassignments that
are incorporated with the study material itselfrdling in courses pertaining to English languag@rhing can bring about
its enhancement. Some of the agencies which prantiee courses are MOOC, NPTEL, IIT’s, Concordiaivérsity etc.

E-tutoring through Skype is also becoming a popaopdion. Learners are taught through Skype by érain
Feature Films

Films can also be employed as a tool for teachiregEnglish language. The Embassies of English apgak
countries incorporate such activities on a weeldgi® to help improve English language communicabbthe aspirants
who wish to travel abroad for various reasons @aghigher education, employment, permanent restgnetc. It is also
used to create social circles and groups whichledp form new friends and increase interaction wittmbers from
different countries and culture thereby providimgager exposure and ideas. The films screened @irdyndocumentaries,

educational and entertainment related. It resnltssatisfying learning experience.
Mobile Phones

Life has become indispensable without mobile phdaethe man of the modern world. There is no uiadble
task with mobile phone handy. Apart from telecomioation, mobile phones are also used for study geep. Changing
the operating language from the vernacular langtadenglish proves to be useful in developing laggiskills. Several
applications are available in Google Play Store Aodroid versions and also iOs versions that hehe @nprove
communication skills. There are specific applicasicthat help to enhance grammar, speaking skilisnumciation,
phonetic aspects, vocabulary etc. Installationuwhsapplications with regular and meticulous practivill prove to be

effective in the long run.
Translation Apps

When a student does not know the meaning of a wmrtlpw to express themselves on a particular stibjee
act of looking it up can be very helpful. Not oy they get to carry on a conversation in the hedknow, but it may also
stick with them in the long run. Having to physlgdbok something up is a great way to get it igur mind. It's less

bulky than carrying around a dictionary, too, anthe apps respond to speech as well as to typedsword
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Podcasts

Cell phones could be used in the classroom to tliegst. Several online tools like Gabcasgiv(v.gabcast.cojnare easy

to use. The recorded audio file can be embeddduays and websites, or downloaded as an mp3 fdeebsonable cost

gives an educator an option to demonstrate thedhgfdearning the language in the classroom uaingpbile phone.
SMS (Short Message Service)

SMS system can be used to help students learrgfol@hguages and teachers can use SMS to commeimiitht
one student or a group. The BBC Company once lathohe program to help to learn English via SM$at the users
in the world's largest single mobile telephone raankill receive a daily text message on their mohbntaining an
English phrase. (British Broadcasting Company [BBZJ03, n. p.). Cell phones could be used to haldents with
vocabulary and grammar through SMS text exchangestie teacher, peers, or foreign language stsdétany studies
have been conducted and they confirm the positiygatt on language learning and on motivation (HEG15), Cavus
andibrahim (2009) & Thornton and Houser (2005)).

WhatsApp

WhatsApp is a mobile chat application that allols tiser to chat with people whom they are famikéh and
also make new connections. One can have one-otegheonversations, participate in group chatsraa#ie calls through
the mobile app.Chatting on WhatsApp is similarndznglish practice session along with a comfortalgler group such as
friends or family. Group chats help to communioaith people from across the globe who are alsmiagrEnglish. Text
chats on WhatsApp help the user by providing artipie to think about their responses and organie& thoughts. Using
the autocorrect feature on the phone is an exdeatethod to learn proper spelling while text chmagjtiwhatsApp also has

a free video calling feature, which enables the tseractice speaking and listening in Englislo, tdlamad, 2017).
Overhead Projectors

It is an important tool used for teaching purpoSgse main purpose of an OHP is for displaying infation
which is printed particularly in a transparent fiasheet to a large number of people simultangod$iough one cannot
consider it a technological teaching tool wholty,some extent it is helpful in English languageh#ag also. Concepts of

grammar can be explained in a coherent mannerstareproper understanding of the learners (Abhisk@k7).
Television

It serves the dual purpose of education as wekrdsrtainment for the people. It is found to bephélin
developing listening and speaking skills. One & #asiest methods to learn a regional language w&atch serials and
movies in that particular language. In recent timssveral channels related to education, partigullanguage
improvement are being relayed as a measure to twatearners worldwide. A large number of students/ be benefitted
with such programs. English learners are oftensadlito watch English channels such as BBC to hefgrave their
language. Learners can observe the pronunciatmoe \modulation, intonation and pace of speechsaveral aspects of
non-verbal communication such as body languagetupmskinesics, oculesics etc and benefit fronitialso helps in

vocabulary building. Listening and speaking skdlie developed automatically during such exercise.
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Radio

Radio has proven to be a very helpful strategyhim ¢ducation of students belonging to rural aréasugh

considered out-dated and out fashioned, it istedemnd proven method. Distance education and egecation programs

are being conducted through radio which has touthedives of many. Several channels related todéneelopment of

language skills are being hosted. The programgedl@n these channels include dialogues, dramsasyshiion forums,

guestion and answer sessions, telephonic convemsatic that help build language skills

CONCLUSIONS

In the past few decades, the enormous developmaheidomain of ICT has resulted in its infiltration almost

all aspects of modern human lives. Especially fogliEh language learning, the boom of ICT and ffiient integration

into English learning and teaching has definitebem a blessing in disguise to both learners anchéga. One of the

biggest reasons for its success has been attritbotdte individual attention and customized leagnaxperience that it

offers to the learner. Implementation of ICT intodlish language learning has succeeded in medimgémands, needs

and expectations of the learners in today’s ingglsavolving society. However, it is further corap#ly dependent on the

process of the teaching staffs of English beingatg which would facilitate them to handle useetidly technology for

teaching without uncertainty and at ease.
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